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of their scriptures called the Hagiographa, or
sacred writings. They dared not to mutilate
the Sacred Canon, but they did all they dared,
with a hearty good will, to destroy the force of
the Christians' argument from prophecy. They
would indeed have had no remorse for forging
any amount of lies against Christ and Christian-
ity, but they would rather die than admit a single
sentence of their sacred books to be a forgery. In
this matter all their history proves they can be
trusted to any extent. But the fact is, we are not
dependent upon Jewish fidelity at all. It is well
known that the Old Testament was translated
into Greek two hundred and eighty-seven years
before Christ was born, and scattered all over the
world wherever Jews were found. This transla-
tion was read in every synagogue, and commonly
used by the Jewish people at the time of the birth
of Christ, and for a long time after, and is at this
day widely circulated as an important help to the
exposition of the Word of God. Now, in this
translation, which is a fair rendering of the orig-
inal, all the prophecies are found; therefore the
absurd plea of forgery betrays a worse feeling
than that of weakness on the part of all who ven-
ture it. This is circumstantial evidence keen
enough to cut every sinew of the infidel argu-
ment, if it ever had any, that Old Testament
prophecies were written subsequent to the events
alleged as their fulfilment.

To make certainty doubly sure, however, the
antiquity of the Pentateuch, or five books of
Moses, is attested by a most singular fact. It will